Lowell & Claudia Wertz
P.O. Box 1344
Kigoma, Tanzania
March 2022
Dear Friends,
At the moment, I am very fixated on newsletters. Our letters are the number one way we
communicate with our support base and others interested in missions.
When the December newsletter (with the yearly remittance gift envelope) didn’t arrive by
the end of the 2021 tax year, I thought our goose had been cooked. We had mailed it in midNovember, 2021. December is the most critical time for financial income. God still had lessons
to teach me about faith in Him. The Holy Spirit moved people to give – envelope for not. We
ended, almost unbelievably, in the black. The newsletter did finally show up in February.
I remember writing my first Joy in the Harvest newsletter in December 1992. (All our
newsletters are in the Newsletter Archive on the Joy in the Harvest website.) We had just
experienced hard times. We had been under gunfire, lost everything to looting in Zaire, and
resigned under duress from the UMC mission board. All we had left was our sense of God’s call
to be His missionaries in Africa. In that first JOY newsletter I wrote “the quote”. It is the only
time I ever quoted myself!
Our place of service is Zaire and Tanzania, our challenge is excellence, our tears are for the
suffering, our method is love, our goal is to make disciples, our dream is for many, our hope is in
Christ alone.
We have found our hope in Christ to be the joy of our souls.
Adjusting to the realities of failing postal systems, trying to reduce expenses, and provide
our friends with the most current information -- we are trying to switch our mailing list over to
an email list. Over 400 people are already getting our newsletter via email. Emailing
newsletters to you will make our lives easier going forward. They are not copyrighted. They
can be printed for church bulletin boards, excerpted for church newsletters, and the like. In my
mother’s last years, with her eyesight failing, she would have her nurses read the newsletters to
her, as her way of witnessing to them.
We don’t want to lose even one contact from our mailing list! If you cannot receive our
newsletters via email, we will make a plan to get paper copies to you. We want everyone to stay
with us! If you can switch to email, please do so. If you can’t, please just let us know and we
will sort it out.
So please, find with this letter a return slip and self-addressed stamped envelope. We
need to hear from everyone. May God bless you and may future newsletter reveal more of His
glory.
Love,

Scenes from Constructing the Radio JOY
Kasulu Relay Project

Converting a 20 foot container to the
radio equipment hut.

Hand mixed concrete pour of tower
foundation.

Installing grounding system copper strap
radials that are 60 feet long and ground rods.

Digging the tower base.

Installing first section of tower on base
in wet cement to get it exactly vertical.

All connections are silver soldered to
grounding ring strap, that ties to tower.
legs.
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PLEASE HELP US

Big Change - Switching to Email!
If at first you
don’t succeed,
then sky diving
really isn’t for
you.
Steven Wright
Stand up Comedian

Our Christmas newsletter was
mailed from Tanzania in Nov. It
arrived the first week in Feb.

The December newsletter has
always been of critical importance
to the ministry. It contained our

“end of the year” giving envelope,
which has made December our
largest income month.
Special arrangements were made
with the postmasters in Kigoma and
Dar es Salaam to make sure the
letters would arrive on time in the
USA. It still arrived late.
We have decided to move our
paper mailing list to email. We
will need your help. A response
letter and stamped envelope
comes with this letter.

If you are able, please provide us
with an email address. We will send
future newsletters to you via email.
If you are not able, we will make
arrangements to get you a paper
copy.
We hope this move to email will be
an improvement. Thank you! !

CHECKLIST
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Joy in the Harvest
P.O. Box 496
Lansing, IL 60438
Phone: 708-925-6681
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Lowell & Claudia Wertz
Joy in the Harvest
P.O. Box 1344
Kigoma, Tanzania
wertz@joyintheharvest.com
Website
www.joyintheharvest.com
Facebook
https://web.facebook.com/
JoyintheHarvestKigoma/

WORKERS FOR THE HARVEST

a week. He does the setup and
tear down and supervises the
cleaning. He also keeps track of
tools and supplies in the storage
containers at our ministry site.

For 10 years, Anderson has
been welcoming people from
all over the world to the Joy in
the Harvest guest houses.

He gets the guest houses ready for
guests and then keeps them clean
while the guests are with us.
Another of his responsibilities is
to tend to the Community Center.
Large groups use it several times

Known as the man with a smile,
Anderson holds his vaccination
card and is ready for guests.

He is married with 2 children,
loves the Lord, takes pride in
his work, and always has a big
smile and great attitude. Much
of what goes on at “JOY”
wouldn’t happen without
Anderson.
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Big News — 157 Feet Tall
JOY Ends 2021 In The
Black!
Because of our generous,
committed supporters and a
great outpouring of love and
finances in October, November,
and December, we ended our
year in the black. It really is a
miracle considering our
December newsletter didn’t
arrive in 2021!
Finances are a struggle. But my
heart soars because you dug
deep to make 2021 a total
success. You have blessed our
souls. And you have blessed
thousands of Africans in the
name of Jesus Christ. You are
the answer to many prayers.
You have invested in that which
has eternal worth. Thank you!

Kasulu Radio Relay Project Underway
When Radio JOY started
broadcasting from Kigoma, two
things became apparent. First, our
signal area was larger than the
computers projected! Second, the
city of Kasulu was only getting
sketchy coverage because of
mountains in their area.
Both the Kasulu folks and the
government requested better signal
coverage for that area. If we could
only install a repeater station there
to increase our coverage… but
broadcast laws prohibited
repeaters. Then after three years
the government changed the law.
Our dream of a repeater moved to
the front burner. While stuck in
America because of Covid, I
worked with two Christian radio

organizations who caught the
vision and provided the help we
needed to make this project a
reality. A few churches and
individuals donated as well. The
radio equipment was shipped to
Tanzania in our container. We
acquired land at the top of a
mountain, got the necessary
licenses and permits, and had
power run to the site. Concrete
has now been poured for the
tower base and construction is
underway. This is a big project.
We plan to be “on the air” in May
2022. There is still much work to
get done. Having the Gospel
message beamed into Kasulu and
the many surrounding villages
will be a dream come true!

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

How Were Things When You Got Back?
Q. How did you find everything at JOY when you got
back to Tanzania?
the most asked question

A. Concerning the work and
ministry projects, there were no
real surprises. We had remained
First primed with red oxide and then
in close contact with Mr.
painted with aluminum paint that
Mwenge and the staff all during
reflects the heat. Painting is much
our time in America. I was
less expensive than replacing roofing.

actually amazed at how well
everything was running. It is a
tribute to our fantastic staff, their
commitment to the Lord’s work,
and many years of training. It has
been said by other missionaries
that our staff is the best.
One thing that I did find needing
attention was almost all the metal
roofing on our buildings was
rusting. We jumped right on that
and got it primed and painted. The
place is looking good now!

"The people walking in darkness have seen a great light... they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest." Isaiah 9:2,3

