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Dear	Friends,	

	

	 In	three	months	Claudia	and	I	plan	to	return	to	Africa.		What	has	Africa	

shown	and	taught	me	this	past	forty	years?		The	list	is	too	long	and	the	memories	

are	too	many.		But	let	me	share	a	few.			

	

	 Africa	is	a	continent	of	great	beauty.		God	shows	Himself	in	His	mighty	

creations	in	Africa.		I	remember	a	drive	across	Africa	and	taking	time	at	dawn	to	

park	my	vehicle	on	a	cliff’s	edge	to	watch	elephants	grazing	in	the	misty	plain	below.		

I	remember	flying	over	the	snow	covered	Mt.	Kilimanjaro	–	Africa’s	highest	point	–	

where	an	eternal	flame	of	freedom	burns	to	remind	all	Tanzanians	they	are	a	free	

people.		I	have	stood	on	the	edge	of	the	world’s	largest	waterfall,	the	roaring	Victoria	

Falls,	twice	the	size	of	Niagara	Falls.		From	my	home	I	watch	God	paint	the	sky	with	

million	color	sunsets	over	Lake	Tanganyika.				

	

	 My	heart	goes	out	to	the	people	of	Africa.		Most	live	with	hardships	and	

shortened	lives.	Most	Africans	are	suffering	physically,	physiologically,	and	

circumstantially.		They	struggle	for	even	the	most	basic	things.		In	their	poverty	and	

need,	their	glorious	human	spirits	rises	to	cope	and	even	overcome	their	troubles.	

They	are	a	people	quick	to	smile	with	a	hysterical	sense	of	humor.		Life	is	precious	in	

Africa	–	not	cheap.	They	mourn	the	death	of	loved	ones	deeply.		Hardships	have	

been	addressed	by	hearts	of	love.		They	have	a	richness	of	character	I	admire.	

	

	 Africa	is	also	a	troubled	place.		It	is	a	playground	for	villainous	souls.		Wars	

kill	millions.		Corruption	and	selfishness	cause	endless	starvation	and	suffering.		You	

don’t	have	to	look	far	to	find	inhumanity.	This	can	be	frightening	and	chilling.	

	

	 African	Christians	are	rich	in	faith.		They	worship	with	song	and	dance.		They	

know	their	Savior	well.		They	need	Him	everyday.		And	He	is	theirs	everyday.	

	

	 Would	I	exchange	my	forty	years	in	God’s	service	in	Africa	for	anything	else?		

NO!		God’s	plan	for	me	has	been	spectacular.		God	has	given	me	the	richest	life	

imaginable.		My	heart	is	full	of	gratitude	and	thanksgiving.		

	

	 	 	 	 	 Love,	

	

	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	

	
	
	
	
	



	
	

Speaking	Schedule	
for	the	Remainder	of	Furlough	

	
	
	
 

	

	

March 
 
1   Good Shepherd UMC, Indi, IN 
 
8   Wesley Chapel UMC, Floyds 
Knobs, IN 
 
12   Emmanuel UMC, Noblesville, IN 
 
14 & 15   Christ UMC Indi, IN 
 
22   Trinity Park UMC, Greenfield, IN 
 
24   Christland UMW, Marion, IN 
 
29   St. Luke’s UMC, Kokomo, IN 
 
 
 
May  
 
2 & 3   New Palestine UMC, IN 
 
8   Harmony UMW, Freeport, IL 
 
17   Old Bethel UMC, Indi, IN 
 
24   Emmanuel UMC,                          
 West Terre Haute, IN 
 
31   Brushwood UMC, Rensselaer, IN 
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

 
April 
  
4   New Horizon UMC, Anderson, IN 
 
16   Antioch UMC, IL 
 
19   Unity Chapel UMC, Ramsey, IN 
 
24   First UMC, Lockport, IL 
 
26   Peace UMC, Richland Center, WI 
 
29   Faith UMC, Buchanan, MI 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	

	
If	we	are	in	your	area	and	you	
are	not	on	the	calendar,	please	
let	us	know	–	we’d	love	to	see	

you.	
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... we can never truly 

live without God. He is 
what we need first, 

foremost, and always. 
He is the only one 

whom we truly can’t 
do without. 

 
Charles Stanley 

The Blessings of Brokenness  

THE MISSIONARY NEW SLETTER OF LOWELL & CLAUDIA W ERTZ  

Joy  in  the  Harvest 
  GOD IS GOOD, FOREVER 

  Celebrating 40 Years! 

It was January, 1980 — after 
nearly eight years of daily 
preparation — we were about to 
walk down the jetway to our 
plane at O’Hare airport.  We 
were about to begin our journey 
to Africa and a new life. 
 

Claudia had never been to Africa.  I 
had.  I knew then, as I know now, 
God made me for Africa.  Claudia  
turned to me and said, “If I panic in 
the jetway, slap my face and drag 
me onto the airplane by my hair.”  
My wife was teaching me about 
courage and commitment.  She was 
launching into the unknown.  I 
knew God had given her the “right 
stuff” to do this.  There was no last 
second panic.  And forty years later 
she has proven she has the “right 
stuff”. 

This January we celebrated the 
walk down the jetway and into 
forty fantastic years of serving 
the Lord as missionaries in 
Africa.     

Those years contained rich,  
meaningful, and yet sometimes 
scary experiences.  We were right 
where God wanted us to be.       P 

WORKERS FOR THE HARVEST  

MARCH 2020 

We regretfully report that Radio 
JOY’s chief editor, presenter, 
and the head of our journalism 
department — Mr. Innocent — 
has passed away. 
 
Innocent had a heart condition 
that took a turn for the worse.  
When the local hospital advised 
advanced treatment, our staff 
arranged for an ambulance to 
drive him 650 miles to the 
hospital in the capital, where he 
passed away. 

 
Innocent was brilliant but had a 
quiet spirit.  He was chosen to 
conduct our radio interview of 
the American Ambassador.  We 
loved him and he will be greatly 
missed. 
 
Innocent leaves behind his wife 
Josephine and two daughters, 
Catherine (4 years old) and 
Faith (1 1/2 years old). P 
 
 

In Memory of our Beloved  
Mr. Innocent Joseph Nyoni  

(1992-2020) 

® 
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Q. When do you go back to 
Africa? 

  both questions asked 
  by many 
 
A. Lord willing, we plan on 

returning in June.  We plan 
on having our first work 
team come from the 
Wheatland Salem UMC 
(Naperville IL) in July. 

 

"The people walking in darkness have seen a great light...  they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest."    Isaiah 9:2,3   

Q. Are you shipping a container 
this time?  What donations 
do you need? 

 
A. We plan on shipping a container 

of supplies in May, before we 
return.  We have a container of 
supplies already, but are looking 
for more donations of YARN 
for the African ladies.  We 
urgently need funds ($25,000) 
to buy, ship, and clear the 
container.  Please consider 
helping with this special need! 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

When Do You Go Back to Africa?  Container? 

 Great numbers of missionaries 
in Tanzania, including many 
life long missionaries, are 
being denied renewal of their 
resident visas. 

 
 If (when?) the coronavirus 

arrives in Tanzania, I think the 
effect could be devastating.  
Thousands of Chinese workers 
are now in Tanzania working 
on roads and other projects. 

 
 Due to visa problems, an 

American family in Dar es 
Salaam (our capital), who were 
going to work for Radio JOY, 
have resigned.  They were 
going to try to secure large 
advertising accounts.  This is a 
setback for Radio JOY.   

 

JOY Ends 2019 In The 
Black! 

Furlough Update Prayer Requests 

Because of many generous, 
committed supporters of Joy in 
the Harvest, and a great 
outpouring of love and finances 
in December, we ended our year 
in the black. 
 
Finances are always a struggle.  
But my heart soars with 
happiness because of God’s 
faithfulness and you who dug 
deep to make 2019 a total 
success.  You have lifted a 
weight off my shoulders.  You 
have blessed my soul.  You have 
blessed thousands of Africans in 
the name of Jesus Christ.  You 
are the answer to our prayers.  
You have invested in that which 
has eternal worth.  Thank you! 

Starting in NY, we have visited NJ, 
PA, OH, AL, FL, TX, OK, IL, and 
IN. 
 
We plan on being in IL, IN, WI, and 
MI during the next 10 weeks.  Our 
schedule is on the back of the while 
sheet.  Check our speaking calendar 
and, if you would like to see us, and 
it is possible, please let us know.   

We have driven over 22,000 miles 
so far this furlough.  The coldest 

night in our travel trailer was minus 
3 degrees F.  We love connecting 

with so many dear friends.   


