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Dear	Friends,	
	
	 We	were	back	only	a	couple	of	weeks	when	an	old	friend	called	my	
ancient	Tracphone.		“You’ve	been	missionaries	to	Africa	for	a	long	time!		Is	
Africa	now	home?”		That	got	me	thinking	for	days.	
	
	 The	spiritual	truth	is	that	Heaven	is	my	eternal	home.		But	what	of	my	
earthly	home?		What	is	it	and	where	is	it?			
	
	 For	me,	home	is	my	past	--	all	the	things	that	make	me	who	I	am.		Home	
created	my	identity.		It	is	the	place	of	friends	and	family	and	children.		It	is	the	
place	where	my	soul	naturally	finds	comfort,	warmth,	and	love.		Home	is	tied	
to	my	sense	of	national	identity	and	duty	--	my	country	--	worth	dying	to	
protect.		I	am	a	part	of	the	American	culture	and	American	people.		I	am	proud	
of	this	identify.		At	my	core,	I	am	an	American	and	America	is	home.		I	love	
this	land,	this	country,	this	people,	and	my	flag.	
	
	 Of	course	I	love	Africa.		I	have	given	the	majority	of	my	life	to	Africa	and	
her	people.		Africa	is	the	place	God	called	me	to	serve	Him.		I	have	risked	my	
life	more	than	once	and	given	my	all	for	Africa.		I	love	Africans.		There	is	no	
describing	the	bond	I	have	with	my	African	friends.		We	need	hearts	of	
genuine	love	to		effectively	relate	to	the	people	we	serve.			However,	as	much	
as	I	love	Africa	and	Africans,	it	can	never	be	my	homeland.	
	
	 I	have	learned	while	living	in	Africa	it	is	far	better	to	be	a	good	
American,	than	someone	I	am	not.		Bringing	my	best	–	the	best	of	my	values,	
education,	and	faith	–	enables	me	to	serve	the	African	people.		They	have	
generously	responded	with	respect	and	acceptance.		
	
	 God	calls	us	to	serve	in	many	ways	and	places.	As	we	respond,	He	
equips	us,	fulfills	us,	and	gives	us	lives	with	meaning.		God	wants	nothing	less	
for	us	than	the	abundant	life.		God	knows	who	we	are.		God	loves	who	we	are.		
God	calls	us	to	serve	Him	–	as	His	custom	made,	special	creations.	
	
	 	 	 	 	 	 Love,	
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“The Church 
is the one institution 

that exists  
for  

   those outside it.” 
 

William Tyndale (1494-1536) 
 

Produced first English Bible from the 
Greek & Hebrew.  Found guilty of 

heresy, executed by strangulation and 

his body burnt.  His translation  
became the basis of the  

King James Version of the Bible.  
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Joy  in  the  Harvest 
GETTING READY 

  Church Speaking Begins In August! 

It is so wonderful to be back in 
the USA!  We miss our country 
when in Africa.  I never get tired 
of seeing all the American flags 
displayed everywhere.   
 
We are very busy preparing for 
our year on the road.  We had to 

replace our old travel trailer (finally 
gave out) and truck (needed a 
stronger one for the new trailer).  I 
am spending most of my days 
modifying the trailer so we can live 
in it for our year “on the road”.  It 
was minus 30 degrees Fahrenheit 
last winter in Chicago! We intend to 
be ready for just about anything. 
   
We have just now completed our 
longest term of service in Africa.  
It has been  seven years since 
our last furlough. 

God has done wonderful, fantastic 
things in Africa this past seven 
years.  Together we will rejoice and 
worship our glorious God.  

We will start our year of speaking 
in New York, New Jersey, and 
Pennsylvania.  Can’t wait!  We 
are so excited!   " 

WORKERS FOR THE HARVEST  

JUNE 2019 

I have known Doug Calvin and 
his family for over 40 years.  
Doug serves on our Board of 
Directors.  We were thrilled to 
have Doug and LaShane to 
Kigoma for a short work trip in 
March. 
 
It may have been a whirlwind 
trip, but it was greatly blessed by 
the Lord.  They visited a refugee 
camp on Women’s Day, and 
Doug shared with the kids, they 

ran a week long Child 
Evangelism training seminar 
for about 200 adults that will 
change the future of Africa!  
They helped dedicate the Radio 
JOY studio and then visited 
Zanzibar.  Doug and LaShane 
are pharmacists and  Doug is the 
greatest Biblical scholar I know.  
As a couple, they are totally 
committed to the work of the 
Great Commission.  We had an 
amazing time together!         " 

LaShane and Doug Calvin at the  
dedication service for the Radio JOY 

studio in Kigoma. 

® 
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Q. Is Claudia’s shoulder 
surgery over? 

       - asked by many 

 

A.  YES!  The surgery had to be 
delayed for two weeks while an 
infection was cleared up with 
antibiotics, but the great day came 
on April 22.  After one night in 
the hospital, and wearing a sling 
for five weeks, she is doing much 

"The people walking in darkness have seen a great light...  they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest."    Isaiah 9:2,3   

better. The pain was controlled 
with medication and now she 
doesn’t need pain meds.  The 
doctors told her to expect it to take 
six months to heal, but she already 
has more mobility than before the 
surgery.  Apart from very simple 
hand movements and “arm 
swings”, she does not need any 
physical therapy.  They have found 
patients do just as well without 
physical therapy.  Thanks for all 
your prayers.  They got Lowell 
through this fine.      " 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Has Claudia Had Her Shoulder Replacement? 

• Our main studio has been 
named after the McWherter 
and Bess families.  Both 
families have been major 
benefactors and suffered 
unexpected loss of spouses. 

 
• The Chief of the Tanzania 

Communications Regulatory 
Authority said in a meeting 
with all TZ radio broadcasters 
that Radio JOY is the best 
station in Tanzania! 

 
• Tanzania takes soccer too 

seriously.  We were broad-
casting live when the losing 
team and fans rioted. Police 
were called, our staff protected 
the radio equipment, and our 
guests and I ran for our lives! 

Harry and Ruthie Johnson 
Meet Wertzes in USA 

Joy in the Harvest Board 
of Directors Meets 

Radio JOY News 

Our long-time neighbors in 
Kigoma, missionaries Harry and 
Ruthie Johnson, came to the 
USA to attend their son’s 
graduation from medical school.  
They were staying in Lowell, 
Indiana — just a couple miles 
from our campground.  We got 
together for lunch.  They are 
great friends! It is a small world! 

The Lord has blessed this ministry 
with an outstanding group of 
Christians, who are wise, spiritual, 
and intelligent.  Our BOD sets 
policy, gives guidance and direction 
to the work, and provides leadership.  
All our BOD members, both present 
and past, are people of high integrity 
and have a deep love for Christ and 
His work.  The BOD has two 
meetings per year:  one face-to-face 
and the other via conference call. 

Claudia with Physician Assistant 
Michael Gilbertson of Orthoillinois. 
Surgeon was Dr. Scott Trenhaile. 


