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Dear	Friends,	
	
	 We	were	on	the	airplane	taking	Claudia’s	Mom	back	to	the	USA.		She	had	a	
rough	spell	with	hallucinations	while	in	Kigoma.			Two	weeks	before	the	flight	she	
was	better	and	we	prayed	we	could	get	her	home	to	the	USA	for	better	medical	care.		
But	once	aboard	the	airplane	she	started	relapsing.		On	the	sixteen	hour	flight	to	
Atlanta	GA	she	was	hallucinating	that	animals	were	eating	her.	
	
	 At	the	height	of	the	hallucinations	she	turned	to	me	and	said,		“I	respect	you	
more	than	anyone.			You	are	the	smartest	person	I	know.		Why	can’t	you	just	believe	
me	that	here	are	animals	here	eating	me?		Please	believe	me!		Please	help	me!”	
	
	 She	believed	she	was	in	trouble	and	was	pleading	for	me	to	just	believe	her.		I	
said	to	Mom,		“Do	you	know	we	love	you?		Do	you	know	I	will	always	protect	you?		
Do	you	know	I	just	want	what	is	best	for	you?		Do	you	know	I	won’t	let	anything	
harm	you	because	I	love	you?		Can	you	believe	me	when	I	say	that	you	are	confused	
and	there	are	no	animals	eating	you?”	
	
	 She	was	struggling	with	two	realities.		What	seemed	so	real	to	her	was	that	
she	was	being	eaten	alive.		But	she	knew	my	love	was	real	too.		She	battled	to	
embrace	her	trust	in	me.		She	battled	to	deny	what	seemed	so	real	and	terrifying.		
She	was	reaching	out	in	faith	to	my	love	and	did	her	very	best	to	believe	me	and	
trust	me	at	a	time	of	great	crisis	for	her.		Eventually,	after	some	hours,	with	Claudia	
holding	one	hand	and	I	the	other,	she	was	able	to	calm	down.	
	
	 Mom	was	having	mental	problems.		But	is	there	a	lesson	in	her	struggles	for	
me?		God	sees	my	reality	different	than	I	do.		His	gentle	kindness	is	always	there.	
Many	times	in	Scripture	Jesus	says,	“Fear	not”.			Jesus	acknowledges	our	difficult	
circumstances	when	He	says,		“In	this	world	you	will	have	troubles,	but	take	heart,	I	
have	overcome	the	world.”		He	sees	a	big	picture	that	is	different	than	my	limited	
and	distorted	view.		He	is	in	control.		He	is	the	Overcomer	of	troubles.		At	times	life	is	
difficult	and	hard	–	life	may	seem	a	bit	out	of	control.		Can	I	trust	Him	then?		Can	I	
believe	Him	then?	
	
	 Because	of	who	Jesus	is	and	His	character,	we	can	find	rest	and	have	peace	
when	things	are	at	their	worst.		He	is	here	with	His	comfort	to	help	us	overcome.	
	
	
	 	 	 	 	 Love,	
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 Radio JOY — Preparing To Go Live! 

Radio JOY has been on the air 
just over two years and we are 
excited to take a big step 
forward — that of going live 
with some broadcasts.  
 
Up to now, all of our broadcasting 
has been pre-recorded.  As 
beginners, staying with 
prerecorded programming was 

safer and easier.  Now we hope to 
move out of our comfort zone. 

The needed new equipment has 
been gifted to Radio JOY by the 
First UMC of Woodstock IL.  Jon 
Hull from KSBJ Radio (Houston 
TX) and his wife Karen are 
coming in late July to help 
mentor us.  This is their second 
trip. 

Our main studio is now being 
rewired to permit “Studio Live” 
broadcasting.  We will not be doing 
“Remote Live” broadcasts at this 
time, as that will require additional 
equipment.  

In Tanzania, radio is considered 
the number one media, way 
ahead of newspapers and TV.  

We are very privileged to be able to 
use radio for God’s glory.      ! 
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USA Office Address  

Joy in the Harvest                                                           
P.O. Box 496                      
Lansing, IL  60438 

Phone:  219-365-7908 

usaoffice@joyintheharvest.com  

Lowell & Claudia Wertz                             

Joy in the Harvest                                                           
P.O. Box 1344                    
Kigoma, Tanzania 

wertz@joyintheharvest.com  

Website 

www.joyintheharvest.com   

Facebook 

https://web.facebook.com/
JoyintheHarvestKigoma/ 

 
We are so pleased to have a 
work team come from Harmony 
Zelienople UMC in western PA! 
 
Patty Ruggiero, the team’s leader,  
first visited in 2010 on her 
church’s first trip to JOY.  This 
team participated in a wide 
variety of ministries, including 
helping at the feeding center, 
visiting the handicapped at our 

“Victory” camp, sitting in on 
Friday People, speaking at our 
youth meeting, widows’ 
meetings, missionary Bible study, 
Computer School graduation,  
and making a radio program, too!  
They took in a few tourist things,  
like visiting the Livingstone 
Memorial and going to Gombe & 
Mikumi National Parks.  We 
have been blessed by this team’s 
work and witness!   ! 

Nancy Deffner, Vicky Miller, 
Jenna Miller, Steve Ruggiero, 

and Patty Ruggiero 

® 
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Q. Has Mwenge’s baby arrived 
yet? 

       - asked by many 

 

A.  YES!  June 14, Jennifer 
Kayumba Muyombi was born in 
the early morning hours.  Baby 
and mother Janet doing fine!  
 
The baby weighed 3 kilograms (6 
lbs. 10 oz,) and was born at the 

"The people walking in darkness have seen a great light...  they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest."    Isaiah 9:2,3   

Mwenge and Janet with baby 
Jennifer 

in the safe arrival of this new little 
one.  I have never seen Mwenge 
more happy.  Becoming a father, 
just days before Fathers’ Day, 
really seems to suit him.   
 
Just before the baby came, the 
doctors told Mwenge, “She needs 
tea!”  Mwenge drove around town 
at midnight looking for tea when he 
got the call the baby had been born.  
The delivery was calm…  as 
Mwenge searched for tea.           ! 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Has Mwenge and Janet’s Baby Arrived? 

• A short (6 min.) TV program 
named Answering the Call 
about Joy in the Harvest is in 
the works.  We will get you 
more details about broadcast 
dates later. 

 
• A pallet shipment was sent 

from Chicago to Tanzania in 
June carrying radio supplies 
and donated girl’s dresses from 
Faith UMC, Downers Grove IL 

 
• GOOD NEWS!  We received 

all of the money needed for the 
matching fund!  Thanking 
YOU and praising God. 

Bpatist Hospital in Kigoma.  All 
of Joy in the Harvest is rejoicing 

Grandma Wiesner, 90, 
Returns to Kigoma  

Lowell Teaches Preaching 
Class at Bible College 

News Blips 

Fulfilling her heart’s greatest 
desire, Claudia’s Mom returned to 
Kigoma for one more visit.  She 
has been coming for well over two 
decades during the winter months 
and loves Kigoma.  And all her 
friends in Kigoma love her right 
back.  We are so happy for her. 

Lowell was privileged to teach 
the course in Homiletics 
(Preaching) to twelve degree 
level students at Lake Tanganyika 
Bible College.  Giving these 
students the tools to equip them 
for a lifetime of preaching is one 
of his favorite things to do.  
These students have the potential 
to change Africa forever with the 
power of the Gospel. 


